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Anakin, the Cinereous Vulture an inspirer of raptor rehabilitation & release in Thailand



Raptor Rehabilitation & Release

• The cooperation of 

• Kasetsart University Raptor Rehabilitation Unit (KURRU)

• Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant 
Conservation (DNP)

• Wild Bird Rehabilitation and Release Fund 
– Bird Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST)



Introduction

• Diurnal birds of prey
– Hawks, eagles, vultures

• Nocturnal birds of prey
– Owls

• Barn owl

• Scops Owl

• Wood Owl



Legal Mitigation

• All species of diurnal raptors in Thailand are 
protected under the Wildlife Protection and 
Preservation Law

• Most of owls are protected as well

• Personal keeping as pets are legally not 
allowed



Reasons for Rehabilitation

• Raptors are legally protected 

• Raptors are natural resource for all 

• Raptors are natural legacy for future generations

• Wildlife welfare and their right to live free
– If able and health condition allowed.



Problems

• Raptors threatened by illegal trade, hunting,

shooting 

• Urbanization & Environment Problems



Conditions for Rehabilitation

• Emaciation due to shortage of food
– Vagrant vultures in winter months

• Injuries
– Shot wound
– Electrocution
– Object hit
– Predated wound

• Orphaned young birds
– Owls on branching period









Reasons for Admission





Procedures of Rehabilitation

• Health

• Behavior & hunting ability

• Flight exercise in enclosure



Health Examination

• Clinical examination
• Deworming
• Clinical pathology assessment

– PCV, Plasma protein
– Blood lead level
– Clinical chemistry; uric acid, protein, albumin, etc.

• Zoonotic diseases
– Avian influenza



KURRU Policy on Non‐releasable Raptors

• Generally, non-releasable birds will be euthanized unless 
they are endangered species, as practiced in other 
wildlife rehabilitation centers worldwide.

• However, at KURRU such disabled birds are to keep as 
“living textbook” for the education and outreach 
program for veterinary students and the public.



“Living Textbook”



Hunting Test

• To be releasable, rehabbed 
raptors need to be fit for hunting 
test

– Given live suitable prey
• Cricket, frog, mice, rat, guinea pig

– Depending species of raptors

– This procedure is regulated under 
KU Lab Animal Use Committee



Facility for Rehabilitation

• One 5x6x24 m‐long flight enclosure
– Second enclosure, 30 m long will be built next year

• Six holding cages for diurnal raptors.

• Three holding cages for owls.



Flight Enclosure



Flight Exercise



Second Flight Enclosure



Holding Cages







Health Conditions of 
Releasable Raptors

• Free of Avian influenza and other blood parasites.
• Gaining normal weight of the species
• Normal PCV and plasma protein

• Not disabled that will diminish the ability to survive 
on its own in the wild, post-release

• Conditions that are not releasable;

– Loss of eyesight
– Loss of talons or bill
– Wing loss
– Loss of human wariness (being tamed)





Post‐release Monitoring: Banding



Wing‐tagging



Re‐sighting by wing‐tagging

A Himalayan Griffon found 110 days post-release in North-east China



Satellite tracking



Satellite Tracking



Public Awareness Activities: KURRU Media Tour



Public Awareness Activities: 
Bird Watching Field Trips & Bird Release



Public Awareness Activities:
Thailand Bird Fair & Chumphon Raptor Watch Fest



Raptor Release



Media Outreach Activities: Websites

www.thairaptorgroup.com www.bcst.co.th



Outreach Activities: News Release





Outreach Activities: Academic

Presentation at the 5th Asian Raptor Symposium on raptor rehabilitation
In Vietnam.



Education through 
“Living Textbook” for Vet. Students
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